
I will schedule up to four sessions per day. These 
sessions can include any combination of large or 
small group general presentations and/or writing 
workshops. 

Interactive power-point presentations cover the 
ñstory behind the story,ò my writing process, how I 
became a writer and how a book gets published. 
Some of my presentations include information on 
animal shelters, dog training, and my work as a 
therapy dog handler.  (Grades K-1, 2-3, 4-6, 7-12 
and Adults). 

Writing workshops can be tailored to any age/
grade. Smaller groups (less than 30 students) work 
best. Choose from the following: 

¶ How character and plot work together 

¶ How to add emotion to your writing 

¶ Revision 

¶ How to get published 

I am also available for week long workshops that 
focus on a different element each day: ideas, char-
acter, plot, peer critiquing and revision. 

About Me  
 

I have always dreamed of becoming an author. I 
didnôt have any brothers or sisters until I was almost 
9 years old. Both my parents are only children, so 
Iôve never had aunts, uncles or cousins. And I grew 
up in a neighborhood where there were no other 
kids. I spent a lot of time by myself. I read a loté
and wrote stories to entertain myself. I never really 
grew out of that.  

I began my writing career by writing for magazines 
such as Cricket, Spider, Highlights for Children, 
Childrenôs Digest, and Child Life. In 1996, I sold my 
first book ï a picture book entitled The Great Tooth 
Fairy Rip-Off. Iôve gone on to sell 25 additional pic-
ture books and novels for children. Iôve also 
ñghostwrittenò 10 Sweet Valley Twins and Boxcar 
Children books.  

My novels books have been nominated for chil-
drenôs choice awards in 18 different states. Trading 
Places with Tank Talbott won Marylandôs Black-
Eyed Susan Award in 2008. The first book in the 
Buddy Files series, The Case of the Lost Boy, won 
the 2011 Edgar

® 
Award for Best Juvenile Mystery. I 

continue to publish books, short stories, classroom 
plays and educational materials for preschoolers 
through adults. 

In my spare time, I enjoy reading, hiking, biking, 
dance, board games, playing the mandolin and my 
Toastmasters group.   I also participate in animal-
assisted therapy activities with my dog, Mouse. Like 
Buddy in the Buddy Files, Mouse is a registered 
therapy dog. 

I live in Coralville, Iowa with my husband, son and 
assorted pets. 

A Day in the Life of a Childrenôs Book Writer 

For more information or to request an author 
packet, please visit my website at  

 

www.kidswriter.com  

 

and click the Contact Me  link  

Iôd love to visit your school! 

Edgar ® Award Winning  

Childrenôs Book Author  

 

www.kidswriter.com   



Select Picture Books 

Whodunit? How the Police Solve Crimes     

(Cover to Cover Books -- Perfection Learning) 

ISBN: HC 075691373X, PB 0789160269 

Aimed at students in grades 6-9 who are read-
ing at a 3rd-5th grade reading level.  

My Grandpa Had a Stroke   
(Magination Press, 2007) 

ISBN: HC 1591478065, PB 1591478073  

With his parentsô help, Ryan learns about his 
grandfatherôs stroke and how it will affect both his 
grandfather and his family.  

F is for Firefighting  
(Pelican, 2007) ISBN: 1589804201 

This informative and fun ABC book gives a bit of 
firefighting history with ñB is for bucket brigadeò and 
moves into the 21st century with ñT is for thermal 
imaging camera.ò  

The Great Tooth Fairy Rip -Off      
(Fairview Press, 1997) 

Out of print, copies available through the author 

Joey tries to negotiate with the tooth fairy for the 
amount he thinks his tooth is really worth, but he 
gets a surprise and learns the value of work, money 
and saving when the tooth fairy starts bargaining 
back.  

    Books by 
  Dori Hillestad Butler 

Non-fiction 

Novels for 4th - 8th graders 

Yes I Know the Monkey Man  

(Peachtree, 2009)    ISBN: 1561454796 

Thirteen-year-old TJ tries to cope with the emotional 
upheaval in her life when she goes to visit her re-
cently discovered twin sister, mother and future 
stepfather.  

The Truth about Truman School  

(Albert Whitman, 2008) 

ISBN: HC 0807580953, PB 0807580961 

A story of middle school cyberbullying as seen 
through the eyes of the bully, the bullied and several 
bystanders. 

Sliding into Home  

(Peachtree, 2003) 

ISBN: HC 156145222X, PB 1561453412 

When thirteen-year-old Joelle, a star baseball player, 
moves to a new town where the only option for girls is 
softball, she starts an all-girl baseball league against the 
wishes of her school coaches and others in the town.  

Do you Know the Monkey Man?    

(Peachtree, 2005) ISBN: 1561453404 

While searching for the father who left her and her 
mother ten years ago, thirteen-year-old Samantha 
begins to believe that the twin sister who supposedly 
died when they were three years old is still alive. 

P is for Police  
(Pelican, 2009)    ISBN: 978-1-58980-652-8 

Children cross the crime tape and become im-
mersed in the modern world of cops and robbers. 
The alphabet format highlights radar guns, finger-
prints, lie detectors, and everything else an officer 
needs to do his job.  

 

Teacher and Discussion Guides 

Teacherôs Guides and activity pages for many of the books, 
including The Buddy Files , Trading Places with Tank Talbott 
and The Truth about Truman School are available from the 
authorôs website at  

www.kidswriter.com 

Novels for 3rd - 5th graders 

Trading Places With Tank Talbott     

(Albert Whitman, 2003) 

 ISBN: HC 0807517089, PB 0807580600  

Jason, who would rather work on his horror movie 
screenplay than learn to swim, finds an unlikely 
ally in Tank, the class bully, who is being forced 
to take ballroom dance lessons.  

�7�D�Q�N���7�D�O�E�R�W�W�¶�V���*�X�L�G�H���W�R���*�L�U�O�V   

(Albert Whitman, 2006)   ISBN: 0807577615 

Having agreed to get math tutoring and to prac-
tice writing over the summer to avoid failing fifth 
grade, Tank learns some important lessons 
about both family and fighting while writing a 
boyôs guide to understanding girls. 

Alexandra Hopewell, Labor Coach    

(Albert Whitman, 2005)    ISBN: 0807502421 

Eleven-year-old Alex Hopewell wants to be her 
expectant motherôs labor coach, but first she 
must convince her family, friends and teacher 
that she can handle the responsibility.  

 (Albert Whitman, 
2010,2011).  

The Buddy Files  
Early Chapter Books 

The Buddy Files is a beginning chapter book  series about a 
school therapy dog who solves mysteries. The books are told 
from the dogôs point of view. 

Each book is a stand-alone mystery that can be read and 
enjoyed on its own. There is also a mystery arc that spans 
several books. For instance, Buddy discovers clues to what 
happened to his original family in books 1 and 2, but he 
doesnôt actually find out what happened to them and why he 
ended up at the P-O-U-N-D until the end of book 3.  

Book 1, The Case of the Lost Boy won the 2011 Edgar
® 

Award  for Best Juvenile Mystery published in 2010. 

The other books in the series are: The Case of the Mixed -up 
Mutts , The Case of the Missing Family , The Case of the Fire 
Alarm and The Case of the Library Monster  See my website for the 

complete list 


